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v &AT THE WHITE HOUSE
“nn -WITH WAYNE HAWIS
NOVEMBER 22, 1963
3:16 P.M, CoT
- Dallas, Texas .
MR, HAWKS: Let me have your attention, please,

You wanted to tallk to some of the attending
physicians, I have two-o0? them here, Dr, Halccolm Perry,
an actending surgeon hexe a2t the Parkland Memorial Hospital.,
ke will talk to you first, and then Dr. Kemp Clark, the

ciilef neurosurgeon here a?t the hosnital, He will tell you
wnat he kKnows about ite . Dxr, Perrye 00 4o 4

o ’.‘\ '

Q. Vers you in attendance when the President died?

Q. Let him tell his story.

DR, MALCOLM PELRITI: I was summoned to the Emerp'ency
Room shortly after the Prescident was brougnt in, on an

emergency basis, immediately after the Piregident's arrival,
Upon reaching his side, I noted tiztat he was in critical

condition from a wound of tie neck and of the head., Immediate
reguscitative measures =-

Q. Would you go slower?

DE. PERRY: I noted he was in a critical condition
from the wound in the‘neck and the head, |

Q. Could that be done by one shot?

. T
DR, PERRY: I cannot conaecture. 1 don' t know.

Q. A would of the neck and of the -~ .

" DR, PERRY: -~ 0f the head., Immediate resuscitative
measures were undertaken, and Dr., Kemp Claris, Professor of
Heurosurgery, was summoned, along with several othexr members
o: the surgical and medtcel staff, They axrived immediately,
but at this point the President's condition did not allow

complete resuscitation. rawn LA S dEE. Ebgries Dexte:

@. What do you mean by "complete resuscitation"?. . .

DR. PERRY: He was critically ill and moribund
st the time these measures were begun.

Q, Completely ill and what?

DR, PERRY: Movibund,
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wound, On my arxrival, th X
tracheostomy » the administrats: ot

Q. Could you gliow down a little bit y Doctor, please?

DR. CLARK: -~ o relieve an '
. : y poagibility of air
being in the pleura] Sbace, the electrocardiosram had been

hooked up, blood and fluigdg were belng administered by Dr.

Perry and Dr, Baxter., It vwas apparent that the President
had sustained g lethal wound,

A missile had go
bead, causing extensive
onortly after I arr

his heart action by
nad stopped,

2@ 1n or out of the back of his

iaccerations and losz of brain tissue,
ivegd, the patient, the Precident, lost
the electrocardiogram, his heart then

We attempted reguccitative measures of his heart,
including clcsed chest cardiac massage, but to no avail,

Q. That was cloged chest?
DR, CLARK: VYes,
Q. Does that mean external, Doctor, closed?

DR. CLARK: Yes. We were able to obiain palpable
pulses by this method, but, again, to no avaiil

€. W¥What is palpabie?

MK, HAWKS: Vhat did you'ask?_
Q. Palpable?" o

DR, CLARK: Palpable,

Q. Palpable wha'f;?.

DR, CLERK: Pulges,

Q. Doctor, how many doctors were in attendance at
toe time of the President?!s death?

Q. Doctor, can 7ou tell us how lonz after he
arrived on the Emexgency vable before he erpired? 1In other
words, bhow long was ne living whbile in the hospital?

DR. CLARK: 40 minutes, perhaps.

DR, PEB:RY: I was faxr too busy to tell., I didn't
even look at the watch,

DR, CLARK: I would guess about 40 minutes,

Q. Doctor, can you describe the course of the wound
through the head? '

HORE



vound, On my arrival, the resuscitative eXforts, the

tracheostomy, the administ
Stration of chest tul
any possible == vudes to relieve

Q. Could you slow down a little bit, Doctor, please?

e DR. CLARK: =~= 0 relieve any posgibility of air
& ?u in the pleural Space, the electrocardiogram had been
hookked up, blood and fluids were belng adminigtered by Dr.

Perry and Dr, Baxter. It vas apparent that the President
nad sustained a lethal wound.

A missile had gone in or out of <the back of his
B?ad, Causing extensive laccerations and loss of brain tissue.
voxrtly after I arrived, the patient, the Precident, lost

his heart action by the electrocardiogram, his heart then
had stopped.

' We attempted reguscitative measures of his heart,
including clcsed chest cardiac massage, but to no avail.

Q, That was closed chest?
DR, CLARK: Yes,
Q. Does that mean external, Doctor, closed?

DR. CLARK: Yes, WVe were able to obtain palpable
pulses by this method, but, again, to no availi. |

€. What is palpable? .

MR.-HAWKS: What did you ask?.
' Q. Palpable? o

DR, CLARK: Palpable,

@, Palpable what? f

DR, CLLRK: Puloes,

Q. Doctor, how many doctors were in attendance at
the time of the President?!s death?

Q. Doctor, can 7ou tell us how lonz after he
arrived on the Emexrgency tawnle before he exzpired? In other
words, now long was he llving while in the hogspital?

DR, CLARK: 40 minutes, perhaps,

DR, PERRY: I was far too busy to tell, I didn't
even look at the watch,

DRE. CLARK: I would guess about 40 minutes,

Q. Doctor, can you describe the course of the wound
through the head?
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Q.- What was the exact time oFf deainh

vere very busy,
we had a lot of
this at 1300,

y, doctoxr?

that is very difficul+t t0o say., Ve
and in ansver to someone eisets question,
people. in attendance. We elected to mzake

"y

Q. You electeds

Q. What y S1X?
DR, CLARK: We pronounced him at 1305 hours.,

Qo Thirteen o il
MR. HAWKS: 1:00 o'clock. ©%-

Q. €Can you describe his neck wound? i hoo 4

DR, CLARK: X wagc busy with his head wound. I would
lize To ask the people who took care of that part to describe
that to you, |

! R - S K0 &k L P KE. d: 3 \cd i , d'ﬁ 2 E LA TR T F Vgl
. Q, What was the question? ©.
DR. PERRY: The neck wound, as visibie on the
patient, revealed a bullet hole almost in the mid line.

Q. What was that?
DR, PERRY:'' / bullet hole almost ia the mid line.

» -
A d 2
)

Q, Would you demonstrate? ‘» -+ .

DR, PERRY: . In the '1om'rer pbition o:é." the néck, in
fronti, B!t ueny u
Q. Can you demonstrate, Doctor, on your own neck? "
TDR. OPERRY: ‘. App::’m;:.:;ih:.tel'ywhex;c; iﬁ(iﬁd:ic.e;tiné). | .-
O. Below the ARam's apple?

DR, PERRY: Eelow the Adam's appie.

e BTN G £ £3 T S
\. 3 ‘.b > ¥ " W " _‘:.‘ ¥ W oV

PR Q. Doctor, is i1t the assumption that it went
~hrough the head? |
DR. PE RY: That t;iould be on conjeccuxre on my part,

mere are two wounds, as Dzr. Clark noted, one of the necklaimd
;ne of the head., Whether they are direciily rej.ated or reﬁla e

o0 “wo bullets, 1 cannoil Say.
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Q. Where was the entrance wounds

. i} DR, PERRY: There was an entrance wound in the neck,
‘8 regards the one on the iead, I cannot gay

Q. Which way was the bullet :
wound? At him? . com:ing on the neck

DR, PERRY: 1t appeared to be coming at him,

Q. And the one behind?

. DR. PERRY: The aature of the wound defies the
abllity to decceribe whether it went through it from either

gide, I cannot tell Jou that. Can you, Dz, Clark?

. DR, CLARK: The head wound couid have been either
the exit wound from the necik or it could have been a tangentizal
wound, as it was simply a large » 82ping loss of tissue.,

Q. That was the immediate cause of death ~-~ the
nead wound? - - | | #\

DR, CLARK: I agcume SO0; yes,

Q. There is a rumor that Lyndon Johnson had a
heart attack, and I would 1ike to check that out.

DR, CLARK: I have no irnformation, | 33 ma

MR, HAWKS: I den't believe these gentlemen were
in attendance with the Vice President.

€, Where was e when this was goinz on?

MR, HAWKS: That is not the question you should
put to this doctor.

Q. Can you teil us where he is?

MR, HAWKS: I can't now, but Mr, Kilduff will be
avaliable later and we will take those details then, |

Q« VWe can't heax you,

Mix, HAWKS: They are asking where the Vice President
vas, but I don!'t know at tie moment, Thatv iz not the proper
cguestion to put to these gentlemen, - They wexe busy with the
President at the time,

i

. Where was Mxyg, Keanedy? =~

MR, HAWKS: I can't know 'tha'h .detai:‘-. either, As you
might suspect, we were all busy around hexe.

Q, Can't we clezy this up just a little more?
in your estimation, was thexe one or two wounds? Just give

ug soaeth 1ngo

DR. PERRY: I don't know. From the injury, it is

JMORE
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conceivable that it could have been caused by one wound
‘but“there could bhave been two just as well if the secon&
buailet struck the head in addition to striking the neck, and
I cannot tell you that due to the natuxe oX the wound. ’There

is no way for me to tell.

Q. Doctor, describe the entrance wound. ¥ou
think from the front in The throat?

DR. PERRY: The wound appeared to be an entrance

wound in the front of the throat; yes, that is correct,
The exit wound, I don't [now, It could have been the head

1d have been a second wound of the head. There

O ti1ere cou
+1cular instant.

vas not time to detexmine this at the par

Q. Would the bullet have had to travel up from
ne neck wound to exit through the back?

DR. PERRY: Unleco it was deviated from its course
by striking bone or SOWME other object,

Q. Doctor, can you give us your 25€3, please?

DR. PERRY: I am o4,
Q. You axe Docvor who?

DR. PERRY: ¥exx¥.

s¢ Dr. Malcolm Yexxy, attending

MR. HAWKS: This
Tomp Clark, chief of neurosurgery

surczeon, and this is Dr.
2% this hospital.

Q, How old are you, sir?
DR. CLARK: 3.
Q, Is that C-L-0~¥=K?

DR, CLARK: Yeo.

¢, <Can you teil us whether the sutonsy will be

performed hexre OF elsewhere?

DR. PERRY: 1L co not have that information,

MR, BoWEXS: I don't know either.
Q. Will thexre e one? '
MK. HAWKS:\ I don't know that.

Q. Where is the President’'s body T
MR. BAWKS: I couldn't tell you..

Q, Was the Pregsident ever conacioua after the

rallet atruck him?

DR, PERRY: No, not while 1 was in attendance.

JIORKE
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Q. How much blood was used?

DR, PERRY: I dontt know. There was consideyrable
Lleeding.

Q. How soon did you see him ziter he got in?
&, Did you have to send for blood?
DR. PERRY: Blood was sent for and obtaimed; yes,
Q. Where?
DR. PERRY:; TFrom our Blood Bank,
Q. Herxe in the hospital?
DR. PERRY: Here in the hospitai.
Q.; How much wag used?
' DR. PERRY: I can't tell you thav.
., FHBow mutch blood?{' - v
DR, PERRY:‘ I dont't know.

Q. Doctor, wexre tae last.rites performed in the
Eaergency Room?

DR. PERRY: Yes.
Q, Yes, they were? .

- -

MR, HAWKS: Vegs, they said they wezre, Kilduff
told you, too, | .

Q, Which room was this? What is the room l1like?
DR, PERRY: Emergency Operating Eooa No, 1,
@, How fax from the door 1is that, and whichway?“

DR, KEMP: Straight in from the fnmergency Room
entrance, at the back of tse hospital, approiimately 40 fgev.

Q. Lpproximately what?

MR, HAWKS: IYoxrtTy feet from the eiliergency entrance.

Q. The first f£iocoxr?

) -

DR, KEMP: . The ground floor.

Q. How many doctors and nurses were in attendance
at the time of death?

‘ DR, PERRY: Tihere were at least-eight or ten
paysicians at that time,

LIORE




Q. Did you thinl him
~ - ° & ) 1)) o 5 .
you 1irst examined him, or did Yogr::;:}l{: wounded at the time

Rility of saving his life at that points there was no possgi-

DR, PERRY: No, I did not.

DR, CLARK: No, sir,

Q » Did you Say ok
- J ¢lleYe were eight or = y

DR, CLARX: Eight or ten doctors.,

€. Can we get that strai - 3
. . aa’d ght, Doctor? Did you say
yo.i did nct think there wazs any possibility of saving his
dife when you first loolzed at him?

DR, CLARK: That i what I said: yes.

2. 'How long had he been in before you saw him, sir?
DR, CLLRK: This I don't know because I was not
lookking at my watch, - «+ A TSRS . ; < vk

Q. Who was the first doctor who saw bhim, and how
iong before he got therxe?

& )

DR, CLARK: Just a matter of a few seconds,

DR. PERRY: I arrived there shortily after his
sdriigsion., I can't tell you the exact time because I went
imnmediately and he had juct been admitted and I walked in
+he room., I doa't know the exact time. I was in quite a

huray.

Q. Were any memnbers of the family ox others in the
~oom besides the doctors, ia the Emergency Lioomy

DR. PERRY: I am afraid I was not awave of that.
I was gquite too busy to notice. - .

MR, HEWES: Ve will bhave to get those detalls from Macg,

Q. Do you have any new details shout our plans,
vhat you are going to 4o¥

MR, HAWKS: I can't until I get a reading from you
7aliow3, Xor instance, Y01 nave a nevw President, |

@, Do we? Was ne swora in?

ME., BWWES: Weil, he went gsomewhere to get sworn in,
1 aspume he ig sworn in gt thils time, bt I wasn't in attendance.

Or7iously, you are goins To have a new opecident, Let's
put 1i7¢ that way. ~

IIORE
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Q. W‘lere 1s he going to be?

- MR, HAWKS: Tha% is what I am tryinz to find out.
. I&a.c ig with bhim, trying to get the details, and he will
call me or come 1in here, ile will try to f£ind out,

DR, PERRY: { ‘Can we g0 now? _,

THE PRESS: Thaniz you, Doctors,

M, HAWKS: ~ Youx plans, what do you want to do?

@. Firvst, is there anything more about Mrs. Kennedy?

. - MR, FAWKS: Let's do some '"supposing" because we
need sonme planuiag for your press plane,

€. How about‘mrs, Kennedy? Hag she gone back to
Vashington, ox is she going?

. MR. HAWKS: That is what Mac is *"jlnﬂ'to find out
OV, This takes a lot of doing.‘ » gy

Q. Ca.n we stay hexe with the new Presi dent?

' MR, HAWKS: I you want to stay here with the new
- President, if he stays here, I don't know tihat he 1s 301ng
%o stay here, That is why I wans to "suppose' here Iox a

minute,

@, Let's put iv on the basis Of'WﬂaL the new

oresident does. If he stays, we stay; and 1i be goes, We go.

MR, HAWKS: auppoue the bbdy gée? back and the new
President stays? Do some of you.want to “Lay, ox go? .

. MR, HAWKS: Al right;'that 18 what Iwanted.to
2ind out. You know, there are buses and plznes and things
1ilke that, ' e A R L

- Q. X know I woatv be going bacb in any case.
Can I get my luggage back *erer How do we get liuggage om .
the press plane off of txnex b U R ; S

M, FAWEKES It we decide to spend tine night here,
wa will get the 1ug gage hexre, Donﬂt worry aboum it .

Q. We have lugg age in the wire car, but God
Iknows where 1t is. . .

. Where will 1:336 ne: 1‘: briefing be, here or where?

MR, BAWKS: Righv here, so fax as I Know. This 15, 

wheze Mac said he could coae bacikk to.
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