


Ly TV MES

THOSE D&YS IN DALLAS
For Pres. Kennedys' visit to Delles esch men head been

given a definéte assigmment, which wes spelled out in
L
& memo,~¥@=teh wes put in the hends of eech men-w=ish

P ssgonion tS wes to cover the story. Besically, it called for cover-

ing the arrivsl, the motorcede, end the szddress &t Merket
Hell on film end for radio. The second basic duty was for

ecch man}including NBC camerumen to rendevouxs et the County
/
!
Press Room &s quickly &s possible so thet one msn could

tske s8ll the film snd meke & desh for our station in Ft.

Worth. 4t Love Field I shot silent film of the arrivel
C )R wd RuycTloa

white Bob Welch shot dinmeidentel—secund with & porteble sound
cemere. Then I joined the motorcede while Welch end Jimmy

Kerr took‘a news unit end proceeded to Merket Hell, with
Feeditw
Kerr giving & report of the esrrivel on the 2-way radio,

; 4 ) st S )
while éh.?oute. I left the news unit #eset I hed come in
\\_’

at Love Field to po#ck up later. I hed specific orders to
e L

Tt Cade shoot & minimum smount of film during the motorcede end to
/Oo\

bay,MJ pley up the security espects zs mucn as possible,—znd be

=

ready to beil out in cese of trouble. My film consisted p74wwﬁjt1

of cheering crowds &nd police lookouts stetioned on over-
SMALL lac ideat

passes. I debated whether to shoot only one 100-ft. roll

of film on the entire motorcade; but decided to shoot &
who Reode

v 1, ot e second roll end reloéﬁed about 4 blocks from Elm & Housten.

¢ TP of gur press cer Wwas & ccnvertible wgh=s® driven by & member

CAYS
of the Texas Highway Petrol. In the car with me were = Locst

television cemersmen &nd 2 newspeper photographers, one of

L
r o _whkieh wes Bob Jeackson, who later won & Pulitzer Prize for
/q.
PAcE his picture of Ruby shooting Oswald.l I hed been told to

keep my eyes peeled for @Pimes-Herald reporter Jim Featherston

ﬁ:&Aﬁ‘Qéﬂij@/



who weas to be standing &t the corner of Main & Houstan
end was to retreive a roll of film that Bob Jackson wsas
to throw him as the car went by. Featherston then, of
course, was to run the film to the psper, so they could

A Prejore-
develop it end get %% in & leter edition that &fternoon.

U wand's } 4 couple of blocks oefore we got to Main & Houston XRLD

T VR
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newsmen Jim Underwoéds' cemera broke, just ss he wes
passigﬁra fellow cemeresmen who wes shooting from the street.
He 7 for the other cemeraman to swep cemeras Wwith
him, but the cars were going &t such & brisk pece, they
did not have time to meke the exchange. We then fturned our
thoughts to Jim Featherston, and &s we epproached Houston
street, Jackson threw the film to him in & cerdbosard
folder, snd the wind ceught it and blew 1t back under the
eutomobileg We chuckled at Featherstons' plight &nd hoped
kiddingly thet the Secret Service did not think he was
PAXTeT U Aetek cade
up to something &nd shoot him. When we turned sround, we
were on Houston street znd the Texass Book Depository Bldg.
wes right in front of us, a frection less than & block eaway.
Then ceme the shots, bem--bam--bem. Ny first thought wes

thaet & truck or motorcycle wes backfiring, but then when

I sew & panicky situstion developing eheed of me, I thought

M b " .
gg;& someone wes trying to embasrras the President by firing

a gun or some fireworks. Bob Jackson says theat he looked
up end sew the gun being pulled raether slowly back into
the window and shouted &t us:"Theres & gun". It seems
thet I can remember ﬁﬁé; saying it, but if so;Lnever gave

it snother thought until Jackson mentioned it later.
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it the time of the shooting the Presidents cer wes
AS 1T kad beew 3°MMM.LP?

completely ou?mof(EEE:%;Eﬁﬁf\féiﬁ'his cer had turned
west cn giiij%ﬁﬁgéiiéﬂ%ere still half & block away
from Elm. People on the streets were serembling around
medly, asnd the cars sheed of us were rapidly picking
up speedg Wwkiske Qur driver gdg;d the car and then
breked it seversl times; obviously undecided whet to do.
When we got tc Elm street, I sew complete cheos, end &
bolted from the cer with my cemers running. I could see
people lying on the grass mhile motorcycle policemengt
end motorcede cars sped by at top speed.

There had been & forecest of possible showers
that morning, so I hed & raincoat with me, which I
left in the car, snd have never seen egain.

I guess the first time I stopped moving, I was
on reilroed trecks, just west of the Book Depository
Bl8g.,beceuse this seemed to be where the search for

T4 was Thov -i«lr&_ Shats Al Case
the asseilént begen. - i

g G - s—gun—running—this
the sesarch
direetion: | However, £ soon became concentrated beack

Bock

eround in front of the sSekesi Depository Bldg. at Elm
% Houston. I quickly shot the remaine@ of that roll
of film, reloesded with my lest roll-offidsm, znd shot

S he)3t oRAER . . )
it off in -ebows—S—minutes; mostly &t policemen with
guns drawn, and witnesses. Two of the Witnesses were
hysterical teen-sge girls who ssaid the presidents'

ALMaST

hesd lcoked like it hed been blown off, andf I must
confess I found this herd to believe. another witness

ISV
was a colored boy ebcut 10, I spotted sitting in &
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squed cer. I asked him if he had seen the gunman
end he szid yes. I ssked him what he looked like,
end he sgid he was & colored maﬁ%ifiiiﬁhen wheeled
end shot off my lest few feety &s police officers
escorted & temporary suspect to a squad cear. People
jeered at the poor guy é&g & police sergesnt told me
he waes not going to be the man.

1 I was extrenely fortuneate becsuse the &ssesination
took place within yelling distance of the County press
rocom, which we use as our Dellaes Bueezu office.

S0 15 seconds leter I was in the press rooy, where

Radso pov i ToRS & T
I hed scess to phones end film and thé\PBTiEé’B§§£, end

SRR s F BT Bhe SR G s T,
television news directoiianswered. I told Doyle what

I had shot and esked him if he knew what he& heappened.
EHe sgid thet 3 shots were definately fired end they were
shre the president had been hit, &nd theytggﬁﬁibébvensr
Conelly wes hit elso, end thet both of them might be
deed. He said he hed no instructions, just use my
judgement end get whet I could on film asnd telk to the
redio man if I had time, &s I hung up the phone I saw
Jim Featherston and Henry Kokajohn talking to 2 mirxis
young women, who had witnessed the shooting. They had
teken & polearoid shot which, &lthough was poor quality,
showed the president &s the bullets were slsmming into
him, Festherston wes trying to talk the girls out of

the picture long enough for his paper tonreproduce it.

Kokeajohn was filming tke picture with his hand canera.

TA
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I esked the girls if they would consent to an inter-
view aﬁiﬁgg;d they wculd but they wented to leave
soon. I celled Doyle snd esked him if he knew where
Welch wes, end he said he was &t Perkland, but thet
he would send Floyd Bright, & Ft. Worth cemeramen,
with & soungcemera. I then persueded one of the girls
to teke the phone end telk to & redio men at the
office, and I deshed back outside to see if the
assessin had been ceptured. I then ran back into
the press rcom ebout the time Cwens igi&%éggmg:in.
I told Owens thet I hed & couple of eye witnesses,
who would meke & good sound teke, end I would try to
keep them in the press room until we got & sound
camera,g%gé-he would go over to the Bock Depository
Bldg. end cover there., The girls were very exci ted,
of course, and restless, &nd both complained of &
hesdache. Kokajohn end myself plesded with them
to stey just & few minutes longer, expleining we
would buy them & =zsgke coke and & box of aspirin.
I dsshed intc the lobby &nd bought 2 cokes &nd &
box of &spirin &t the concession stand, which I
gave tc the girls. 4 couple of minutes later,
Kokejohn deshed in with 2 cokes &nd & box of aspirin.
o LARIWV
411 this time, the police redio wes -g-e&-ﬁg——eg&%-y— with
the dispatcher giving out & vague description of &
men wanted for shooting the president, &nd dozens

of squed cerz esnd motorcycles policemen seeking for

R

end volunteering infcrmation, over the redio. Finally



e command stetion wes set up &t Elm & Houston and

21ll squeds in the downtown &area were instructed to
report to the supervising officer gt that loceation
for instructions, and to tremsmit only emergency
mess&eges OVEr the radio.

Lﬂ‘ﬁbééézééé;J$Té;d 8right arrived with a porteble
sound cemers end we interviewed théagirls end a

men who ended up being the best subject end = the
one who breaks with emotion on the film you will see.
Timmy Kerr arrived at the county press room while the
interviews were still going on, end after égsyééﬁg?-
wi=ws, we conftemplated our next move. It was sbout
then thet I hesrd & policemen sgy on the redio, "There's
been an officer shot here on Jefferson street, and I

think he's desd", Jefferson street is in COek Cliff,
(euvrld oY 2Vver Coripreherd v WAT WAS geidg e Vs

and Efha&~ﬁ&ﬁﬁHﬁr%he~ﬁsStss+ﬁ—we&h¥4ﬁrﬁhﬁfﬁﬁﬂ+— .
P oWt decidive Lolakion 0% 46T B Shatd Roli oas This
\”\’?'VEXLf¢ B —go—down-etthemoment.
st} (ot T vl A2 Asibeliver cledl oUT AT Th Sl f K
%hinkfﬁg that enything might hseppen et &any time, Kerr
Vil gty P anr b Vicdin, (o Voot 24T Tha bevt
® & decided that Floyd Bright should run me to Love

i eads

(O/Ur()/wb A Pt Lo 2
Field sc thet I @ould pick up my news unit. When
W vig b Tk evdes : I .
vy Bright &lsysei?checked &n route to Lovefield, Doyle
Pu bu v Yaavt AL kg2

told us on the 2-way redio to get out there as fast
Ty Vs

es we could, becsused they were supposed to swesr
Johnson in, end it would probebly Dbe eboard the &ir-

plene. When we arrived &t the eirport, the arees wes

:;;cordoned off with lewmen, but we tslked our way i§)
expleining thaet I had to get my cer, sfter we got up
to the asres where the plane wes perked, we asked if

SAKA Com_& we could remain end éﬁglpoliceman seid we couldif we

would stey back even with the alr cergo termineal,

Sﬁfwl fud
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which is about 100 yerds from the presidents' plane.
Bright took his ca. ers end went inside the cargo bldg.

I got &n airline employee to give me a bogst te the

. Oﬂ. roof of the terminel. sbout this time a long white
}auaL&ﬁM% hesrse with severesl cers preceeding it and seversal

more fcllowing it, ceme down the winding road, right
ed
in open view of my camers, &nd stopﬁing/gf the plare.

PRNEE LW
With & 2" telephoto lens, I ﬁé&-ﬁwpefﬁeei shotSof the

fed 2" shAd R R —
coffin as it wes loeded on the plene, sccompanied by
Jackie. & policeman was standing on the front edge
of the building and wes in the foreground of my lens
(of>'¢/ gﬁ?wmwd which I felt would add to the drama of the pictures.
4fter the coffin was loaded I felt that I had &ll I

needed and even though I wondered if I might not get
shot et, I decided to hold out & few more seconds

in hopes of getting & shot of LBJ. I then heard some-
g}¢_L one\ﬁéiler/from the plane, and the police officé{on

the bldg with me wheeled arcund and sterted welkédg

towerd me. I sgid "I'm getting down right now", end

/04 ébwfl/ \yeyiled

he \sa¥sy” "You'd better or we'll both be in trouble".
I went to my news unit end was telling my office on
) the 2-way redio what I had, when someone yelled,
'ﬁ\ﬂ¥\5 bl "That's him over there". Deputy Chief Fisher walked
up to the car end seid "Let's have it". A4s I handed
X him the film he said "You know better than to do e
])\B lfmfﬂ“\ i) thing like that". Thet's sacriligeous. I never saw

the film ageain.

S Ae 1 Lg fob)
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Luckily, Bright meaneged to film the scene from & less
edvathtaceous veiwpoint, &snd you will see thigfgilm.

The situation was still one cof bedl:tm in the pressroom
when I retruned. I celled the homicide & Hobbery
bureau &t city hell after hesring they had & suspect
in the policeman killing in Uszk VL1iff, I asked +%.
Ted Wells if the suspect kxdzx weas connected to the
essisinztion in anyway &nd Wells seid "he looks pretiy
good." Needless to say, & few minutes later I was con
the ghird floor of city hall end quickly realized why
Bright and I were the only ones xkexgaixfiixxzxn &t
Love Field when “ennedy's body wes loeded &board the
plene for it seemed every cther newsmen in the world
wes jemmed in the hellway looking intently at the

door leeding into the Lomicide end xobbery buresau.
Before long a man from the crime leboratcry ceme down
the hsllway with & rifle end everyone msde a screhble
for pictures of the gun. Tris wasthe first time + knew
a gun hed been recovered end didn't know Lwens hed
pictures of thegu gun &s they brought it from the

book depository building.

In the next few hours W=z Vswald had been brought from
the buresu and escorted down the hsll & few times and
mcst everyone had film on him.

I leerned Cswsld had a young Russien wife and she was
expected to come to city hell and talk with detectives,
No one kenw, of course,what Merine Usweld locked like.
Ly wife worked &s & secretary in the Burglery &nd Theft
buresu which is located directly across the hegll from

the homicide buresu.
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At one point during the afternoon + waschatting with

& live cameraman from our stetion when & small activity
flered up XxXExXxxkex down the hall., I heard someone

yell "she's not the right one, she works here."”

Seversl cemereren hed snapped &an insurance shot of my
wife, not kncwing for sure she wes not Marina Vswsald.
‘here wrere fthousends of feet of film shot when camera-
men were'nt sure what they were shooting end the rule wes
shoot first snd then skk questions. This prompted &
friend to akk me later if I hed joined in the scramble
for & nicture of my wife.

Iy wife =xx was later zdéked to go to xkz Chief Curry's
office, at the end of the hall, tc help answere the
deluge of phone calls pouring in from all over the world,
She was telling me abcut some of the unbelievedle things
people seid,wkerm and asked,when she telked to kk2m them
so I esked her for & sound teke but she chickened out.
isbout 1 8sturdsy morning they snnounced they wouldhold

& brief press conference x®@X in the pokice assembly
room in the besement of the building end Uswald would

be present, This weaskx when “enry iiade, whenzm= asked

if he thought he had enough evidence to convict Vsweld,
replied "* heve sent men to the elsctric chair on less
evidence."

After the press ccnference seversl people grouped srcund
Lenry Wede just outside the &ssenmbly rooum. 1 walked |

over to & desk to chat with & friend who is & police

reporter on one of the newspepers. ne was calling
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in informztion to his city desk. after we excheanged
a few words he said "see thet guy staending over there
by the well?ixkkingxinxihaixrapurter Thet's Jack

Ruby end he hes the reputstion of being cne of the

mesnest chesractszrs in wvallas. ke said he was takking

to & Marine one night that hed been invelved in & fight

with Ruby :nd the karins told him Ruby was sure &
strengex fighter,....that he'd slmost bit my ear off
during the scuffle.

That's the last I thought of Jeck fuby until + heard
it was he who hed shot Uswsld.

AS FAR A4S MY OWN EXPERIENCES WENT3 SaTHRDAY WaS &N
UNLVENTFUL DsY. WELCH HaD SHCT A430UT HLL WE CCULD
GET 3Y THE TINE I WENT TC WCRK 4T 2 p.m.

Sundsy I normelly come in &t 2:00 PM. However, we
knew Oswald wes to be treansferred srcund 10:00, so
they esked me to go to Psrklend for Mrs. Connelly's
first statement to the press. The morning men, Dean
Owens, was to be stetioned &t the County jeil for
Oswelds errival there, end the nepworks would cover
for us &t City Hell. My office told me to check

with them as scon as Mrs. Connelly finished her state-
ment, for they might went me to go to Love Field to
shoot seversl locel civic leesders who were to depart
fcr Weshington to attend Kennedys funeriél. I ran out
of film just a&s Mrs. Connelly wes seying how she hed
lcoked &t Kennedy minutes before he weas shot and s&id,
"You can't say now theat Delles doesn't love you." I
welked over to s pey phone &nd celled and Doyle seid,

Jimmy, where &re you. When I told him, he s&id,
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Oswsld's been shot, get sround to the emergency
entrance. 4 few minutes later the embulance skidded
in. By that time reporters were walking on esch
other trying to get & shot of Osweld. We ran inside,
but were stopped &t the emergency desk by several
police o’ficers who had to bodily restrein psrt of
the lerge group of reporters trying to follow Oswald
zs smbleance sttendents rolled him down & long corridor.
411 reporters were instructed to report to the
improvised press room Where we hed just received Mrs.
Connallys stetement. Ny sound equipment wes still
set up end I spent the next hour teking statements
from hes pital officiels on Oswelds condition &and
subsequent death., I then returned to the emergency
entrance end got film on Cswelds mother, wife, &nd

2 children when they arrived et the hospital, then
sgein when they left. I was relieved by & ceamersaman
they hed sent over from Ft. Worth, snd I went to city
hell to join in the long end fruitless vigil ewaiting
8 glimpse of Ruby. He w&s treasferred in secret the

next day.
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On Monday afternoon I shot the Tippitt funeral services
and then was off on Tuedday and Vednesday.

I returned to work on Thurdday which was Thanksgiving day,
and quite in contrast to the past few days, my first
assignment, after the Tipnitt funeral, was a story about
itinirants getting a free meal at the Sglvation Army
headguarters.

Théngs relating to the Assisination became relatively slow
for the next few weeks.

After Belli %took the case we shot film on him arriving in
Dallas, and shot film on Marina Oswald when she returned
from testifying before the Warren Commission and, in
general, except shooting fuby and the change of venue
hearings, just got what we could on various people arriging
in town who were related to the case. This included
primarily professional men who would xexkkfy interview
Ruby in an effort to determine his sanity.

Then, on February 14 Judge Brown announced he would not
change the location of the trial.

A strange thing happened that day. Of course, everyone
wanted some bit of infromation exclusive although between
the televesion and radio media there was not xEmEkx much
to get, i1t seemed.

Héwever, one radio station did makexkke report that Judge
Brown had announced he was not going to change the venus,

and as near as we could ascertain, it came before the judge

made the announcement.
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One of our radio men at the station was monitoring the
competing station and heard themmmmmmsse break the
announcement, Jimmy Kerr then called the station about
3 minutes after the announcement was actually made....

he dashed from the courtroom with every one elseé,.....

and the xEpRrkEr radio man told him he'd heard it

20 minutes before on another station and what took

Kerr so long. Kerr’explained the announcement had

just been made, regardless of what the other statlion

had saild.

The judge of course had refused to tell anyone what the
decision was going to be, explaining everyone could get

it when he made the announcement. This led us to conclude
the competing newsman had walked into the judge's chambers
sometime before the announcement, and read his mind.
Brown had announced he would hold the trial in a larger
courtroom and Monday morning they swore in a Jury Fanel
and started selecting the jury.

During jury selection there was seemed to be a minimum of
out of town newsmen, Tyen when the trial nroper began,
things got rough, with every spuare inch of shooting

space being vyed for.

Tnhen as far as I was concerned, it was primarily a matéer
of standing around for hours, shooting Kuby in and out

of the courtroom and shooting fdlm and trying to interview
significint® witnesses in the case.

Our office kept xkrExxing urging us to keep away from the
run-of -the-mill coverage of shooting Ruby, the witnesses
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and the lawyers, and try to do sidebar stuff. S0 EE Wwe
shot film on the longx lines of people waiting to get in
and interviewed some, shot sound on the reporters calling
in their stories, shot general scenes of the Ruby press
room, which was Probate Uourt with a battery of phones
sr® teletype machines, and typewrlters.
We even interviewed the man who runs the conscession stand
asking him if business was good.aRg
On March 6, Friday, I was xm out interviewing a boy who had
suddenly been summoned to appear before the warren Commission.
Bob Yelch had been on some roubtine story and with 30 feet
of film left in his camera, he walked into the lobby of
the criminal courts building and was met face to face with
one of the xEREX renegades escorting a woman hostage
down the stairs with a fake gun rammed in her back.

as well
Welch manged to capture part of this on film ard@xkk=
part of the subsequent capture.by an unarmed deputy
sheriff.
Final arguments began in the case late Firday the 13th of
March and I had worked © to 5 that day, but was told
to stay on incase Yelch needed any help. Later Ownes
showed up and together we shot 700 feet RBX of film by
the time the night ended. Most of this was interviews with
the lawyers....for instance Belli expressing confidence.
None of the 700 feet of film was ever used.
The next morning the jury g® returned its verdict and

the film you will see gives you an X#Ezd idea of what 48

RS- LLMK /a/ihﬁft
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Almost everyone I discussed the situation with afterwards
agreed the jury emmwiziedxRubByxkezamzExpf gave Ruby

the chair because of Belli, not in spite of him.

After Belli's outbmrsts Shiriff Bill Decker was quoted as
commenting "I;ve seen a lot of men get the chair, but

as

I've never seen anyone take it %® hard as Belli did. "

The next day, which was Sunday, L shot a hosptial dedication

and an old folks bagaar.
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motorcade was & waste of time, for the best shots would be by ouk
photographers sthdtioned along the parade rci.ce.
v is we drove south oh Harwood street, ap-roaching the heert of
dwontown, the crowds suddehly multiplied untile we were making our
way thrcugh an ocean of people. I had ran out of film and wished 1
hed saved about 20-seconds worth for the arrival at KkExXrzdsXmExiX
Merket Hall,®R therefore pregenting having to reload in spite of the
fact I had been instructed to mimimize my filming unless there was
trouble.

gut I relosded and dont remember taking zmmE lo or so feet of
film when we apporached Houston street,zmmx anc sterting turning towerd
Elm,

One of the TV cameramen in my car had broken Xkx® the re-wind spring
in his csmera snd it was inoperative. 4s he passed a fellow worker,
hexysxie who was filming from the street, he yelled to him his cemera-
was broken and should they swap so the motorcade cameraman would heve an
operctive camers. The other man shrugged in indecis$%on but by tf at
time it was too late, he couldn't cstbh our cer on foot.

Times-Herald photogrepher Bob Jackson, who was leter to get the
picture of Jack Ruby gunning Oswald, threw a roll of film to a reporter
as we pessed the corner of Mein and Louston esnd 1t had gone in the
street snd the motorcade behind us wes driving over it. I hed@ watbhed
this reportser scrambling out in the street for the film and was
chuckling as I turned esround to see the front of the lotorcade turning
left on Elm from Houston.

There wss a loud "Bam", then another eand another. The first thought
thet struck me was a loud backfire from a motorcycle, then I thought
it was some made up noise to scare end embarass the president. T%e

driver of our car spurted a head a few fest, then stop, then jerked

formerd again, trying to stey a uniform distence from the car ahead

of us.



My Job wes to be an easy one. Our ststion had already shot hundreds

of feet of film on him in Fort Worth, and we would have to edit it down
to ebout 10 minutes. We had had Kennedy film from Sen.Antonic on the
reel the previous night.

My immediate boss, James Kerr, Dullas buresu chief, had assigned me
to shoot silent film of the arrivel at Love Field while Gameraman Bob
Welch got crowd reactionw with the portsble sound camers. Den Uwens,
the other Dallas-based cemersman, drove dwon town to film the motorcade

from the street.

after the arrivel, 4 had been assigned a convertibel, slong with
i other photographers, which had its place 5 cars behind the fresident's.

Kerr said orders wzzxi® were to keep the film to a minimum, RiIxtmgxx
concentrating on the security aspects of the motorcade. he said wy
primary concern was to "bail out if there is any trcuble."

The Kennedy c:r wes so far shesd it was difficlilit to spot egcept
when the motorcade was turning. All slone the route, people shood
Jemmed toghether cheering. One womsn compleined "that was too fest
to get much more then a glimpse." We were averaging sbout 10 miles
per hous. lotorcycle policemen skirted the edge of the crowed, frocing
the people beck far enough to sllow the sutomobiles to pass freely.

There were pro Kennedy signs by the hundreds. Unly a smattering
of anti-Lennedy signs were visible to me aslong the way.

I was very selective with my shots, watching the crowd closely for
humen interest angles and nocchelently filming motorcycle policemen
who escorted each c:r, and officers stetioned alonz the wey, including
eEgery overpass. Multistoried buildings abounded along the perade route,
of course, snd almost without exception, eesch window was filled with

well wishers.

As we rode along, we commented several times thet riding in the
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